
Coronavirus could have been spreading in the UK earlier than we thought 
 
A new tracking app suggests coronavirus arrived in the UK long before the first 
person was confirmed to have the disease. 
 
The app asks 2.6 million people how they’re feeling every day - and hundreds 
have reported feeling symptoms back in January and December 
 
Tim Spector, Professor Genetic Epidemiology at King's and scientist working on 
the app, he told the Sunday Times “The reports I am getting are from people 
who were ill from early January onwards and strongly suggest they had Covid-19 
but were not recognised as such.” 
 
It wasn’t until January 31 that the virus was confirmed to be in the UK after two 
people tested positive in York. 
 
To read more 
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/tracking-app-shows-coronavirus-silently-21930649 
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Funding for new factories for potential coronavirus vaccines 
 
Bill Gates is plugging money into building factories for seven promising  
coronavirus vaccine candidates. 
 
Gates said he was picking the top seven vaccine candidates and building  
manufacturing capacity for them. "Even though we'll end up picking at most two 
of them, we're going to fund factories for all seven, just so that we don't waste 
time in serially saying, 'OK, which vaccine works?' and then building the factory. 
 
To read more 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/bill-gates-7-potential-coronavirus-vaccines/ 
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Medicines imported into the UK 
 
There has been a long term trend in the average prices of medicines imported into the UK and sold to pharmacies 
and dispensing doctors. This started at an average price of £16.40 in August 2000, and has since risen to £23.04 
in April 2020, a difference of £6.64. 
 
The importer's appetite for more expensive products has been driven to a large extent by the Euro exchange rate, 
which means that what happens over the next couple of years will be very important for the manufacturers of 
branded prescription medicines which could be targeted for import into the UK. 
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Launch of an enhanced fast-track monitoring system 
 
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) has launched of an “enhanced fast-track monitoring system” to head 
off potential supply issues for drugs used to treat patients with coronavirus disease (COVID-19). 
 
It’s been set up between the EMA and national regulators for sharing information on shortages. 
 
Each pharmaceutical company will appoint a single contact point (an industry single point of contact,  
or i-SPOC) who will report to EMA and national competent authorities all current and anticipated shortages in 
medicines used in patients with COVID-19, both for centrally and nationally authorised medicines. 
 
To read more 
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/launch-enhanced-monitoring-system-availability-medicines-used-treating-covid-19 

Temporarily closures or changes to Pharmacy opening hours  
 
PSNC has said that during this COVID-19 outbreak Pharmacies in England can apply for permission to  
temporarily close or to change their opening times. 

Contractors must apply to NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) for the temporary flexible provision 
of pharmacy services – a temporary closure of the pharmacy (or temporary changes to the days or times the 
pharmacy will be open)  

24-hours’ notice of the proposed change or closure must be given to the NHSE&I and the reasons for the     
request. 
 

To read more 
https://psnc.org.uk/our-news/temporary-closures-during-the-covid-19-outbreak/ 

Wavedata  - www.wavedata.co.uk 
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Asda offering Free delivery prescription service  
 
255 Asda Pharmacies are offering a free delivery prescription service to help get vital medication to its  
customers who are self-isolating or unable to get into stores. 
 
During the coronavirus outbreak, there has been a huge increase in prescriptions, and some customers aren’t 
able to get out to collect their prescriptions. 
 
Faisal Tuddy, Superintendent Pharmacist at Asda said: “We want to do everything we can to help our customers 
during this time, so we felt it necessary to offer a free prescription delivery service to our customers who are  
self-isolating or less able to get into our stores. 
 
To read more 
https://corporate.asda.com/newsroom/2020/04/10/asda-pharmacies-to-offer-free-prescription-delivery-service-during-coronavirus-outbreak 

Wavedata 
 
Despite the interesting times we live in and all the challenges the corona virus brings, Wavedata are continuing 
to process pricing data so that companies can continue to access the up to date pricing information allowing you 
to stay competitively priced. 
 
This means we will continue to publish the range of market prices for thousands of medical products.  
 
We are also continuing to develop our semi-automated process which allows market price data to be added to 
services such as wavedata live at https://www.wavedata.net with less need for manual data entry. 
 
Please see Video  https://www.linkedin.com/company/wavedata-ltd  
 

Asthma inhalers stock issues 
 
Wholesalers are out of stock of Asthma Inhalers due to the increase in demand during the coronavirus  
outbreak. 
 
Pharmaceutical company Chiesi, which produces Clenil Modulite and Fostair inhalers among others, is one of 
the companies where its wholesale partners are experiencing ‘out-of-stock situations’. 
 
A spokesperson from Chiesi said: “As the UK continues to be in lockdown, we are seeing a vastly larger  
number of prescriptions being filled than usual and we have seen a dramatic increase in inhaler demand”. 
 
Chiesi are working closely with all stakeholders involved to respond to this unprecedented increase in demand 
as best and as efficiently as possible. 
 
To read more 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11418779/asthma-inhalers-out-stock-surge-demand-coronavirus/ 

Price Watch ……….UK   - UK Paracetamol Prices Treble Amid Coronavirus Demand 
 
Average UK trade prices for paracetamol more than trebled in March as the coronavirus outbreak took hold, 
while the antiviral valaciclovir saw an average increase of over 300%. 
 
A transformative month for the UK in terms of the progression of the coronavirus outbreak has been reflected in 
the latest generics pricing data for March, with the average price for paracetamol more than trebling amid a 
surge in demand, and even steeper average price rises seen for molecules such as the antiviral valaciclovir. 
 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics  
Bulletin. 
 
 
WaveData  



WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to April 2020 

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data  

Wavedata Live at https://www.wavedata.net  

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to April 2020 

WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages. 
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This bulletin now goes out to 4800 plus people. 

 
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 20th May 

2020, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 27th May 2020 
 

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it. 
 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 
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Product Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 
Paracetamol Caplets 500mg 100 £0.58 £0.61 £1.87 £2.21 

Sertraline Tabs 100mg 28 £1.29 £1.53 £3.31 £5.29 

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28 £1.04 £1.04 £0.99 £1.09 

Sertraline Tabs 50mg 28 £0.96 £1.28 £1.90 £3.29 

Amlodipine Besilate Tabs 10mg 28 £0.34 £0.35 £0.36 £0.46 

Allopurinol Tabs 100mg 28 £0.62 £0.58 £0.69 £0.76 

Gabapentin Caps 300mg 100 £3.20 £3.01 £2.85 £4.01 

Amoxicillin Caps 500mg 21 £0.60 £0.59 £0.60 £0.64 

Hydroxychloroquine Tabs 200mg 60 £5.30 £5.15 £5.45 £7.55 

Paracetamol Tabs 500mg 100 £0.99 £1.16 £1.55 £1.53 


